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concrete, unambiguous confrontation with the dead; unique in its interest in the
dead as dead persons, rather than abstractions ... [and] that happy conse-
quences result from the singularly forceful way in which theautopsy teaches the
double lesson of individuality and commonality in human beings.
This collection ofwritings reflects the author's unique capacity to choose a topic, to
mull over it gracefully, and to evoke the perplexing nature ofa number offundamental
notions (and the sentiments which these themes engender) regarding the human
experience, i.e., life and death. While the writing style and diction are often in and of
themselves as complex and intricate as any textbook description of a pathologic
process, the expansive spectrum of queries and conclusions which Gonzalez-Crussi
presents are gossamer-like and continually uplift the reader and nourish the spirit.
LEWIs R. LIPSEY
Medical Student
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QUANTITATIVE RECEPTOR AUTORADIOGRAPHY. Edited by Carl A. Boast, Elaine W.
Snowhill, and C. Anthony Altar. New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1986. 268 pp. $49.50.
Receptor localization using receptor autoradiography (RA) greatly enhances the
ability of neuroscientists to study the structure and function of neurotransmitter
systems in the brain. In Quantitative Receptor Autoradiography, the nineteenth
volume of the "Neurology and Neurobiology" series from Alan R. Liss, Inc., several
leading investigators review the developments in neuroscience based on in vitro and in
vivo RA techniques.
Several chapters in this text address controversial issues influencing the interpreta-
tion ofRA data. The chapters by Boast, Snowhill, Kuhar, and their associates consider
technical problems such as tissue preparation, ligand choice, and the use ofcomputer-
assisted analysis to quantify receptor populations. I found these chapters useful for
interpreting the literature in this area even though I do not use RA in my research.
Other chapters deal with issues of general neuropharmacology. Topics such as
receptor-transmitter mismatches, reviewed by Herkenham and McLean, and axonal
transport of receptors, discussed by Palacios and Pazos, are intriguing but rarely
reviewed injournal articles. The chapter on TRH receptors by Manaker et al. provides
another example of the dual role peptides play in neuromodulation and endocrine
regulation.
For clinicians, the most exciting chapters are those by Frey, Agranoff, and Wagner.
These chapters deal with in vivo receptor binding techniques in humans using positron
emission tomography (PET). In spite ofthe fact that the technical problems alluded to
by these authors are great, this technique certainly holds much promise in studying
neuropsychiatric disorders.
Although the chapters vary somewhat in quality, the chief asset of this text is its
overall brevity and clarity. The inclusion ofcolor plates enhances the effect ofthe book.
These would be more useful, however, if included in their respective chapters rather
than in a central "color section." Neuroscientists will find this volume interesting and
perhaps useful for interpreting thegrowing RA literature. Clinicians will find this book
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greater clinical impact, they too will find texts such as this helpful in integrating this
important new technology.
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THE ANTIMICROBIAL DRUGS. By William B. Pratt and Robert Fekety. New York,
Oxford University Press, 1986. 501 pp. $27.95. Paperbound.
Antimicrobial drugs often seem bewildering and confusing because of the large
number ofdrugs and diverse types ofmicroorganisms against which they are used. To
learn and understand the many aspects of these drugs and be able to administer
appropriate chemotherapy, it is important to utilize reading materials that are
organized, complete, and up to date. The Antimicrobial Drugs by Pratt and Fekety, a
new version ofthe 1977 edition, is a textbook that includes these features.
The book is divided into five parts. Part one, on the principles of antimicrobial
therapy, deals with the determinants of the bacterial response to antimicrobial agents
and the choice of antibiotic therapy both in office and hospital practice. Numerous
charts and tables help to make the presentation clear and the referencing fast. The
information is useful both for students making the transition between basic and clinical
sciences and for practicing physicians desiring an overview of the current, recom-
mended antibiotic regimens.
Drugs employed in the treatment of bacterial infection are thoroughly discussed in
part two. These drugs are, as much as possible, grouped into categories such as those
that affect the cell wall, protein synthesis, or membrane permeability and antimetabo-
lites. For each drug, the authors include not only the structure and mechanism of
action, pharmacokinetics, microbial susceptibility, and therapeutics, but also the
biochemical and pathophysiological basis for the drug's toxicities, side effects, and
hypersensitivity reactions. This type of organization is a logical one for the reader to
follow, even though discussions are somewhat detailed. Illustrations, diagrams, and
tables outlining minimum inhibitory concentrations, plasma concentrations and clear-
ance, and dosages are frequently provided to complement the text. For still further
consideration, extensive references are provided at the end ofeach chapter.
The last three parts cover drugs employed in the treatment of fungal infections,
parasitic diseases, and viral infections. Each part begins with a briefintroduction to the
life cycle of the microorganism. Then each drug is described in the same detail as the
anti-bacterial drugs. Coverage of these last three topics is exceptionally thorough and
extensive.
The most impressive aspect of The Antimicrobial Drugs is its care in detailing so
much information without sacrificing organization. Theauthors do an admirablejobof
presenting a large body ofinformation in a very readable form. For some readers, such
as practicing physicians or medical students, much ofthe book may be too detailed. It
remains, however, a valuable reference for them and an authoritative resource for
infectious disease specialists, clinical pharmacists, microbiologists, pharmacy students,
and graduate students in pharmacology and microbiology.
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